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granulations, generally very small and numerous, in the parts forming the floor 
of the lateral ventricle.— Brit. Med. Journ., Nov. 5, from Bull. Mid. du Nord, 
and Gaz. Mid. de Paris, Aug. 27, 1864. 

26. Pathology and Treatment of Aphthae. —In the Gazitte Hebdomadaire 
Dr. Jui.es Worms treats, in a recent paper, of a disease which is lost in a host 
of buccal affections described by modern authors. His subject is aphthae —a 
denomination formerly applied to every superficial and acute irritation of the 
mucous lining of the mouth, and which Guersant, Billaut, and Gardien have 
shown to consist in a vesicular and ulcerous eruption of the mucous membrane, 
which runs its course in the period of one or two weeks. 

Prom minute examination of the deposit on the surface of aphtha!, Dr. Worms 
concludes that it consists of a fatty matter, which is not to be found in any other 
disease of the mouth, and exclusively characterizes aphth*. The epithelium 
rises and soon breaks, exposing to view a yellowish secretion, previously dis¬ 
cernible through the transparent cuticle, and of which the microscope and 
chemical tests invariably show the sebaceous nature. It may, j>n the other 
hand, be remarked that aphth® are never met with on the anterior portions of 
the mucous membrane, where anatomists have failed in discovering any muci¬ 
parous glands and where herpes labialis more commonly occurs; hence Billard’s 
surmise that aphthae are a disease of the mucous follicles, characterized by a 
peculiar sebaceous deposit, acquires additional probability. 

In Dr. Worms’ opinion aphth® are, therefore, but the acne of mncous mem¬ 
branes. 

This practitioner infers from the solubility of the exudation in ether, that this 
substance may be a useful local remedy for aphth®. The pain caused by the 
eruption, and the difficulty of checking its progress, are well-known features of 
the disease, and the inefficacy of cauterization, chlorate of potash, anodynes, and 
other methods of treatment usually prescribed, is very generally acknowledged. 
Dr. Worms has, on the contrary, resorted to ether with much benefit; this re¬ 
medial agent removes the yellowish secretion, a new epithelium promptly forms, 
and no trace of the superficial ulcers remains beyond slightly increased vascu¬ 
larity of the mucous membrane. Either may, therefore, be applied locally with 
advantage, but the fact of the frequent connection of aphth® with gastric dis¬ 
turbance must at the same time be borne in mind.— Glasgoiv Med. Journ., July, 
1864, from Journ. ofPract. Med. and Surg. 

27. Itching in the Affected Parts in Bronchitis and Coryza caused by Bac¬ 
teria in the Secretions. —M. Pouchet was led to suspect that the itching in the 
affected parts, often experienced by patients, in bronchitis, coryza, and otitis 
might be analogous to the same sensation produced by ascarides, and be occa¬ 
sioned by microscopic animalcules. This idea led him to examine the sputa 
first expectorated by a patient with slight pulmonary catarrh who had been 
awakened from a calm sleep by a violent itching in the trachea, when he found 
the secretion to contain an immense number of bacteria moving rapidly; some 
monads were also present. In half an hour afterwards, the expectoration, which 
was abundant, presented no trace of these organisms. A similar observation 
was made in a case of coryza; as well as in one of chronic otitis of the ex¬ 
ternal ear. M. Pouchet says that the appearance of these animalcules—bac¬ 
teria, monads, and vibrios — coincides with the rapid putrefactive changes 
undergone by the secretions of the mucous membranes and of some parts of the 
skin, under the influence of an elevated temperature and of retention on the 
surface of the membranes.— Gazette Midicale de Paris, Nov. ltt, 1864. 

28. Spores of the Achorion Schonleinii in the Air surrounding Patients 
affected with Favus. —In order to demonstrate the possibility of favus being 
propagated through the medium of the air, without mediate or immediate con¬ 
tact or inoculation, M. Bazin has performed the following experiments: He 
selected a patient, aged sixteen, who had suffered from favus for seven years, 
affecting the whole of the hairy scalp, and placed him under such circumstances 
that a current of air passing over his head was directed against two jars filled 



500 Progress or the Medical Sciences. [April 

with ice, and placed in a basin at a distance of fifty centimetres. By making 
the patient rub his head and hair, the current of air carried to a distance parti¬ 
cles of favus crust, visible to the naked eye, in which the microscope discovered 
the existence of the achorion. But as the current of air passed over the ves¬ 
sels of ice it deposited its moisture, and this running down the sides of the 
vessel was collected in the basin below. In the fluid a great number of isolated 
spores were found. The experiment was repehfed several times, and on each 
occasion thirty or more spores were demonstrated in a single drop of the liquid. 
The author concludes that the spores may be carried by atmospheric air, and 
that what was formerly only an hypothesis is now a demonstrated fact.— Brit, 
and For. Med.-Chir. Rev., Jan. 1865, from Gaz. Mid. de Paris, July 30, 1864. 


SURGICAL PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS, AND OPERATIVE 

SURGERY. 

29. Excision of the Tongue. — Prof. Syme, of Edinburgh, reports ( Lancet, 
Feb. 4,1865) a successful case of this. Some years ago he performed the opera¬ 
tion in two cases, but both terminating unfavourably he has since repeatedly 
declined trying it again. In November last, however, a man, 50 years of age, 
applied to Prof. S. on account of a very formidable morbid condition of his 
tongue. “ From its point to the root it was swollen and indurated, the surface 
being of a brown colour and roughly tnbercnlated, so as to resemble the back 
of a toad. It was also nearly quite immovable, and, from completely filling the 
mouth, not only prevented articulation, but rendered deglutition impossible with 
respect to solids and extremely difficult in regard to fluids. From the same state 
of matters, there was a most offensive fetor through mucus secreted by the un¬ 
healthy surface not being permitted to escape. 

“ The patient had suffered from uneasiness in his tongue for many years, but 
neither articulation nor deglutition were seriously affected until 1862. He has 
since been under medical treatment without benefit. As palliation seemed all 
that could be expected, Prof. S. offered some suggestions with that view, but 
soon afterwards the symptoms became aggravated and death from starvation 
seemed imminent, and he appealed to Prof. S. for relief; to this the professor 
replied that the only effectual remedy was removal of the tongue, and that this 
could not be done without very serious danger to life, so that the operation 
promised nothing more than a chance of escape. This slight encouragement 
brought the patient back, and he arrived here on the 27th of December. 

“Being thus as it were compelled to make another trial of excision, I care¬ 
fully considered all the circumstances concerned that might tend to interfere 
with its successful performance. Of these the one which most prominently 
presented itself was the prevention of voluntary deglutition that must result 
from depriving the os hyoides of the power by which it is drawn forwards. In 
the common cases of cut-throat, where a large transverse wound is made into 
the pharynx, although the suicide rarely accomplishes his object in the first 
instance, he still more rarely escapes the fatal effect of pulmonary inflammation 
induced by irritation propagated from the larynx ; and I did not forget that 
both the patients on whom 1 had performed the operation in question died from 
purulent effusion into the lungs. Instead, therefore, of cutting through all the 
muscles of the os hyoides, as had been done in the former cases, I resolved to 
retain the mylo-hyodei and genio-hyodei entire, and divide merely the attach¬ 
ments of the genio-hvoglossi. I also thought it would be better to perform the 
operation without chloroform, since the patient, instead of lying horizontally, 
might thus be seated on a chair, so as to let the blood run out of his mouth and 
not pass backwards into the pharynx. 

“ The operation was performed on the 29th, with the assistance of Mr. Annan- 
dale. Dr. Bewell, and Mr. Cheyne, to the first of whom I am especially indebted 
for his able co-operation. Having extracted one of the front incisors, I cut 



